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FAT LADIES 
(1) 
Weddings and funerals cast the same pall over the family: 
What will we wear? ask the fat ladies, and look 
From one to another, sucking their thick lips 
To the truest shade of purple, rolling back their eyes 
Like worried children. Cotton dresses, 
Solid dark colors cut like boxes, 
Polyester-blend pantsuits with long jackets or vests 
To cover dimpled, puckery thighs and buttocks— 
Good enough for home, or to stand behind the drugstore 
counter, 
But the fat ladies sense that public occasions demand more. 
Their gobbling anxiety deepens to dark-water fear: 
At weddings, there are photographs, both posed and candid; 
Remember how the lens caught us with jaws wide 
To receive a communion of sugar at the eldest cousin ys 
reception ? 
(2) 
They are all aunts; they are no one's mother. 
The fat has no person to point at 
And say, If that one hadn't been born . . . 
They are graceful as only fat ladies can be, 
Taking advantage of gravity, allowing 
Their soft, serial bellies to move 
Independently of she who wears them. 
They say, In the old country, this was wealth, 
Then puff their bready faces to the patio 
And stand like bridesmaids around the barbecue grill. 
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